
Welcome to our Year 7 
Partnership Evening

Thursday, 3rd September 2026

Do Now Activity - Discuss on your table

• What do you think is the most impactful thing parents can 
do to support your child in secondary school?



Why engage parents?
“We work hard together, hands held”



Why engage parents?

• We will do all we can to improve your child’s life chances and 
options

• Studies have shown that improving parental engagement = 4 
months of additional progress per year

How?
• Improved quality and quantity of home learning
• Studies have shown that around 2 hours of independent study 

or homework have the optimal impact
• Improved attendance
• Shared expectations from all adults



Our Vision

We are building a learning community of happy, engaged, inquisitive learners.

We want to cultivate a supportive, but challenging learning environment that fosters 
academic excellence, embraces our diversity and empowers pupils to become 
resilient, collaborative learners, able to take charge of their own learning.



2026 Results

2025 2026

Attendance
94.4% (2nd/17)
(93.1% 2024) 

94.8% (2nd/17)
(national average 91.7%)

Attainment 8
49.0
(LA average 45.3)

50.2
(LA average 47.5)

Progress
0.35 (based on CATs) 0.74 (based on CATs)



• Sharing important dates for your diary
• Introducing some of the Year 7 team
• Sharing the Year 7 vision & theme (Digital Influences)
• Understanding what support is on offer
• Understanding how you can support your child 

through secondary school
• Homework & Literacy
 

What is the purpose of 
Partnership Evening?



Important dates for 
your diary

Date Event
Thursday, 3rd September 2026 Year 7 Partnership Evening

Tuesday, 15th September 2026 Professional portrait photos taken

Thursday, 17th December 2026 Year 7 data release (1st report)

Thursday, 4th March 2027 Year 7 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday, 24th March 2027 Year 7 data release (2nd report)

Tuesday, 6th July 2027 Celebration Evening

Wednesday, 14th July 2027 Year 7 data release (3rd report)



Year 7 Forms



Year 7 - the first two days



Year 7 - the first two days



Why IT Matters - the digital 
age our children live in

Phones and social media now part of 
everyday life for children and families.

What does the research say?1

• Screen time increased by 52% (2020 – 
2022)

• Almost all children own a 
smartphone by age 12

• A quarter of children show signs of 
behavioral addiction when using 
smartphones

• However, attitudes are changing…

1. UK Parliament Education Committee. (2024) Stronger guidance and controls needed to 
tackle children’s screen time. 

https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/203/education-committee/news/201715/stronger-guidance-and-controls-needed-to-?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/203/education-committee/news/201715/stronger-guidance-and-controls-needed-to-?utm_source=chatgpt.com


The Government 
have acted

All schools should now be mobile-phone free where the use of any 
device (including smart watches) and the access is prohibited*.

The best way to ensure this is to not bring a mobile device to school 
and this is what we very strongly encourage.

On the very rare occasion a pupil needs to bring a mobile device to 
school, this must be switched off and placed into their school bag 
before they enter the school gates and only switched back on 
after exiting the school gates from 3:10pm.

Any phone seen or heard will be confiscated for 48 hours, 
with parents required to attend to collect it.

*Mobile use in schools (2026)

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools


The risks of social 
media

Would you let your child sit in a room with people, possibly 
adults, that neither you or they know? 

That’s potentially what they’re doing online.



The risks of social media

Hidden risksMindless Scrolling - Endless feeds can cause 
anxiety, low self-esteem, and sleep disruption

Cyberbullying - Exposure to harassment and peer 
pressure

Privacy risks and oversharing – sharing 
personal information online

Addiction – Can affect students, family time and 
wellbeing 

Influence - Unrealistic lifestyles and trends



Tips to help children stay 
safe online

At home1: 
• Set clear boundaries
• Safety and privacy settings – set accounts to private, do not 

allow friend requests, hide user’s location
• Check the age rating on apps
• Set up parental controls
• Aim for balance, not just restrictions
• Use blocking apps to set time-limited boundaries

1. NSPCC ”Keeping children safe online: social media” 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/social-media/


Do you know your 
apps?



Your Child

Form tutor 

Head of 
Year 

Classroom 
teacher & 

trusted adults

Safeguarding 
and mental 

health team / 
Family 

Engagement 
Officer / SEN 

team

Pastoral Support at Leytonstone



Good habits & consistent routines are important for 
ensuring your child is able to succeed in school.

There are many habitual routines that can be adopted 
but the fundamental key is that these are practised every 
day so they become the norm.

Good habits - how to support 
your child’s success? 



Attendance matters Good 
Habit 1 

Attendance Average 
GCSE grade

>95% 5.3

90-95% 4.3

80-90% 3.8

<80% 2.5



Punctuality matters Good 
Habit 2 

Main Gate open & Free 
Breakfast Club opens

08:00

Gate closure 08:35

Form Time begins
(Equipment checks, pastoral curriculum)

08:40

Register taken by… 08:45



Preparedness matters Good 
Habit 3 



Although the typical meaning of behaviour is important (i.e. following 
instructions, using professional courtesy & manners etc) a positive approach to 
learning in terms of behaviour is equally as vital. 

Good 
Habit 4 Behaviour matters 



Homework - Why?

The Purpose
To provide meaningful home learning that supports classroom 
learning, challenges pupils, promotes learning independence and 
resilience and involves parental cooperation with the shared 
aspiration for our young people to achieve or exceed 
their academic potential.

The Evidence
“At secondary school…homework has an impact (+5 months pupil 
progress) by enabling pupils to undertake independent learning to 

practice and consolidate skills, conduct in-depth inquiry, prepare for 
lessons or revise for exams.” Education Endowment Fund



Frequency (Year 7)

● Core (English, Maths and Science): Weekly (approx. 30 minutes 
for each subject).

● Other subjects: Fortnightly (approx. 30 mins per subject).
● In PSHRE and PE, homework will not be set.

Homework Setting & 
Completion



Homework - Accountability and Support
Accountability
● Pupils are expected to fully engage with homework and, by using ClassCharts and 

their homework diaries, stay organised to effectively complete all pieces of 
homework set by their teacher.

● Parents are expected to encourage their child to complete homework, monitor 
their child’s homework and completion using ClassCharts and provide a suitable 
space for their child to complete their homework.

● The School will monitor the setting and completion of homework and provide 
supportive intervention where necessary.

Support
● Quality First Teaching (resources and instruction that allow all pupils to access 

the learning process)
● Homework Clubs (Inclusion and Whole School) Monday to Friday (3:15pm - 

4:15pm)
● Communication (ClassCharts & direct communication from teacher/HoY)



Literacy at Leytonstone
“We believe literacy is the foundation of all learning. At Leytonstone School, we work 
across all subjects to help every pupil read, write, speak and listen with confidence.”

Reading for Pleasure & Progress
1. Fortnightly library lessons
2. Leytonstone Canon: Tutor time reading 
sessions

Talk for Learning

1. Structured speaking and listening in lessons 
2. Oracy skills embedded across the 
curriculum
3. Opportunities like Debate Mate (all year 
groups) or Speak Out (year 10)
Writing Across the Curriculum
1. High expectations for writing in every subject
2. Whole-school writing routines (e.g. WAGOLLs, paragraph structures like PEEL/PETAL)
3. Focus on tiered vocabulary and technical language

Developing Vocabulary

1. Explicit teaching of 
subject-specific vocabulary

Targeted Support

1. Reading age assessments and 
tracking
2. Support for EAL learners
3. Small group interventions



The 
Leytonstone 
Canon

The Leytonstone Canon is a rich and 
diverse collection of recommended 
reads, selected by each subject 
department.

Each year group has a Canon of 
Books curated to:
• Spark curiosity and link to subject 

interests
• Encourage wider reading beyond the 

classroom
• Expose pupils to diverse voices, genres 

and big ideas

For example:
• Music: Who Was Louis Armstrong? 

(Yr7)
• Maths: The Number Devil (Yr7) 



How Parents 
Can Support at 
Home

• Ask your child what they’re 
reading or what’s on the Canon!

• Quiz them on the meaning of 
words they use by asking them 
to define and explain them.

• Encourage regular reading 
(20-30 mins a day is ideal).

• Visit your local library or 
bookshop.

• Explore non-fiction books 
linked to their favourite 
subjects.

• Use subtitles when 
watching TV!

• Look out for parent 
literacy workshops 
or book fairs.



T&L: How the school will support you?



Ask a thoughtfully 
planned question 

to the class

Pause - give wait 
time, encouraging 
deeper thinking

Random selection 
of a pupil; no 

hands up

Question, or the 
response, is 
bounced to 

another pupil 

answer

T&L: How the school will support you?



Parent Teacher Association
Your PTA Needs You!
The Leytonstone School PTA has a proud legacy of 
contributing so much to the school and we want that to 
continue. In order for that to happen, we need new 
parent volunteers who are enthusiastic to offer their 
time, ideas and effort in making our school the best it can 
be. Your involvement, big or small makes all the  
difference to our young people's’ lives.

If you are interested in becoming involved with school life 
through our PTA, then please contact Sophie Owide 
(Chair of PTA) or Mr Conway-Allen (Senior Leader 
Link for PTA). Alternatively, scan the QR code here.

tconwayallen@leytonstoneschool.org

or

pta@leytonstoneschool.org

 

 

mailto:tconwayallen@leytonstoneschool.org
mailto:pta@leytonstoneschool.org


Thank you for your time this evening


